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We claim: 



1 \. A first station for supporting a conference call with a plurality of other stations 

2 over a pacKet-switched network, the first station enabling a voice conference in response to a 

3 conference request signal received fi'om each of the plurality of other stations, the first station 
comprising: 

a storage medium having stored therein a plurality of programming modules 



including a means fopyf onferencing and a means for establishing a communication channel, 
wherein 

saids^eans for conferencing associated with a conference request signal, 

and 

□ io said me^s for establishing a communication channel between the first 

:;n 1 1 station and a second station in reroonse to said means for conferencing, the commimication 
"% 12 channel supporting voice communiWion over the packet-switched network; and 
up 13 means for mixing inpui signals which mixes the signals received at the first 

\n 14 station to produce a combined signal oulput which is played at said first station. 

Q 1 2. The first station of Claim 1, A^erein said means for conferencing enables the first 

I.I 2 station to be set in conference mode. 

1 3. The first station of Claim 1, whereiK said means for conferencing is configured to 

2 transmit a signal which causes the plurality of station^ to indicate the establishing of said 

3 communication channel. 

1 4. The first station of Claim 1, fiirther comprismg: 

2 means, in communication with said means for conferencing, for authorizing a 

3 station to establish a communication channel based upon receiving an identification code having 



4 - a prc - dcsignatcd a b suc imion to the conterence call. 
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1 5. The fi^t station of Claim 4, wherein the identification code uniquely identifies the 

2 second station. 

1 6. The first station^f Claim 5, wherein the identification code includes a valid call- 

2 reference. 



A 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 



7. The first station of Claim 4, wherein the authorizing means is configured to 
prevent the establishing of a communication channel between the first and second stations if the 
second station is not authorized to obtain aco^s to the conference call. 

8. The first station of Claim 1, fiirther comprising: 



means for transferrin 
stations to a third station when sail 
transferring means in communicai 



a communication channel between the first and second 
station disconnects fi"om the conference call, the 
r^ith the second station, wherein the channel establishinent 
module establishes a commimio^ti^n thaimel between the first and third stations based upon a 
transfer signal provided by said second station. 




1 9. The first station of Claim 8, wherein the transfer signal includes a conference 

2 request signal designatin\the third station. 

1 1 0. The first statioirof Claim 8, wherein the conference request signal and includes a 

2 call-reference identifying the second station. 



1 11. The first station of Claim 8,^^%1:her comprising: 

2 means, in communication with s^d means for conferencing, for monitoring the 

3 packet-switched network and evaluating network conditions affecting quality of service, said 

4 second station providing the transfer signal in responses|o said means for monitoring the packet- 

5 flwitchcd n c t wQrk,^^^ 
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1 12. The^st station of Claim 1, wherein the first station is a telephonic device and 

2 can establish a voice cpmmnnication channel over a packet-switched network. 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 



13. A method K)r establishing a conference call at a first station with a plurality of 
stations over a packet-switched network, the method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a first conference request signal at a first station; 
establishing a fir\t conununication channel between the first station and a second 



station; 



receiving a second conference request signal at the first station; 

estabHshing a second cmnmunication channel between the first station and a third 



station; and 



mixing the input signals fi-om the first and second communication channels at the 
first station and playing a combined signal output at said first station. 



1 14. The method of Claim 13, whereiij the first station is in conference mode such that 

2 said first station can support a conference call. 

1 15. The method of Claim 13, fiirther comWsing the step of: 

2 indicating to the first, second, and thiraystations the establishment of the first and 

3 second communication channels. 



1 16. The method of Claim 13, fiirther comprising the steps of: 

2 prior to performing the step of establishing the first communication channel, 

3 determining whether the first station can support a communication channel for voice 

4 communication over the packet-switched network with the second station; and 

5 if so, performing said establishing step between tne first and second stations, 

6 else, sending a transfer signal which includl^s a conference request 

7 ©oniinaiid designating a fourth station. 
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1 1 7. The method of Claim 16, wherein the conference request command triggers the 

2 second station to establish^^ communication channel between the second and fourth stations. 

1 1 8. The method of Claim 16, wherein the conference request command includes a 

2 call-reference and identifies the first station. 



1 19. The method of Claim 16, wnhrein the conference request command designates the 

2 fourth station based on network conditions affebling quality of service. 



communication 



20. The method of Claim 13, fur ther cpAprising the step of: 

determining whether the sjpcimd and third stations are authorized to establish a 
channel with the first staHo ij 



21 . The method of Claim 20, wherein the step of determining whether the second and 
third stations are authorised to establish a communication channel with the first station 
comprises the steps of: 

pre-designatirife an identification code of each authorized station in a memory unit 
of the first station, wherein the identification code uniquely identifies the authorized stations; and 

determining whethej^the first station receives an authorized identification code 
fi-om the second and third stations. 



1 22. The method of Claim 20, Wherein the step of determining whether the second and 

2 third stations are authorized to establish a cofi?uiiunication charmel with the first station 

3 comprises the steps of: 

4 signaling the first station firom the sdcond station; 

5 signaling the first station fi-om the thircTstation; and 

6 determining whether the first station receives appropriate response signals fi:om 

7 said second and third stations. 
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1 23. The method of Claim 20, wherein if it is determined that the second or third 

2 station is not authorised to establish a communication chaimel with the first station, denying said 

3 second or third station access to said first station. 

\ 

V 

1 24. The method of Claim 13, wherein the first station is a telephonic device and can 

2 estabhsh a voice communication chaimel over a packet-switched network. 

1 25. A method for maintaining a conference call when a first station disconnects fi'om 

2 the conference call, the method comprising the steps of: 

3 determining whether\a communication channel between the first station and a 

4 second station is supported at said first station; 

5 if it is determined that aYommunication channel is supported at the first station, 

6 then transferring the communication channel to a third station, 

7 else, disconnecting tne first station from the conference call. 

1 26. The method of Claim 25, wherein the step of transferring the communication 

2 channel to a third station fiirther comprises the stm of: 

3 identifying a third station to transferliie communication channel based on 

4 network conditions affecting quality of service determined by the first station. 

1 27. The method of Claim 25, wherein the step of transferring the communication 

2 channel to a third station includes providing a call-reference identifying the first station. 

1 28. A first station for supporting a conference call with a plurality of other stations 

2 over a packet-switched network, the first station comprising: 

3 a storage medium having stored therein a plurality of programming modules 

4 including a conferencing module and a channel establishment nibdule, wherein 

5 the conferencing module receives a conference request signal from a 

6 second station and determines whether to establish a communicatioji chaimel between the first 



7 .Md-"SSconJstations, and 
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8 \^ based upon the determination of the conferencing module, said channel 

9 establishment nodule establishing the communication channel which supports voice 

10 communication oyer the packet- switched network; and 

v 

1 1 a mixing module for mixing input signals received at the first station to produce a 

12 combined signal outpuf^which is played at said first station. 

1 29. The ^t statin of Claim 28, wherein the conferencing module transmits a signal 

2 and causes the plurality of starions to indicate the establishing of the communication channel. 

1 30. The first station of Claim 28, further comprising an authorization module, in 

2 communication with the conferencing module, for determining whether the second station is 

3 authorized to establish a voice commiudcation channel with the first station. 

1 31. The first station of Claim 30v wherein the authorization module determines 

2 whether the second station is authorized base)i upon receiving an identification code having a 

3 pre-designated association to the conference call 

1 32. The first station of Claim 31, whereimthe identification code uniquely identifies 

2 the second station. \ 

1 33. The first station of Claim 32, wherein the fdentification code includes a valid call- 

2 reference. \ 

1 34. The first station of Claim 30, wherein the authorization module is configured to 

2 prevent the establishing of a communication channel between t^e first and second stations if the 

3 second station is not authorized to obtain access to the conference call. 

1 35. The first station of Claim ISfmrAiCT comprising a transfer controller for 

2 transferring the communication channel b^ween the first and second stations to a third station 

3 when said second station disconnects fi)a™tme conference call, the transfer controller in 
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communication channel between the fi 
by said second station. 
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ip the channel establishment module establishes a 
third stations based upon a transfer signal provided 



36. The first station of Claim 35, wherein the transfer signal includes a conference 
request signal designating the mird station. 

37. The first station ofylaim 36, wherein the transfer signal includes a call-reference 
identifying the second station. 



38. The first station of Claim^S, further comprising a network monitoring module for 
monitoring the packet-switched network and evaluating network conditions affecting quality of 
service, said second station providing the tranter signal in response to an evaluation by said 
network monitoring modul e, , 
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